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RITISH  WEST  AFRICA. 

By  Consul  W.  J.  Yerby,  Dakar,  Sonesal. 

.GOLD  COAST. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  rapid  recovery  from  the  effect  of  the  war 
the  Gold  Coast  established  a  record  in  its  foreign  trade  for  1919.  The 
total  value  of  the  sea-borne  trade  of  the  colonj^  during  the  year,  in- 
cluding expenses  on  specie,  amounted  to  $91,221,525,  an  increase  of 
143  per  cent  over  the  corresponding  figure  for  1918.  If  to  this  is 
added  the  total  value  of  dutiable  imports  and  exports  across  the  in- 
land frontiers,  $91,325,657  is  the  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of 
the  colony  for  the  year.  Deducting  the  value,  including  expenses, 
of  specie  imported  and. exported  and  the  value  of  imports  and  ex- 
ports on  behalf  of  the  colonial  Government  from  this  amount,  $86,- 
004,010  rei^rescnts  the  total  value  of  the  commercial  foreign  trade  of 
the  colony,  an  increase  of  161  per  cent  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious 3^ear.  Of  this  sum,  the  largest  item  is  the  value  of  the  exports 
of  cocoa,  $40,283,444. 

Import  Trade  of  the  Gold  Coast. 

The  total  value  of  all  goods  imported  into  the  colony  during  1919 
(excluding  expenses  on  specie  and  the  value  of  free  goods  imported 
across  the  inland  frontiers)  amounted  to  $38,670,010  as  compared 
with  $15,851,438  in  1918.  This  total  is  made  up  of  specie  valued  at 
$4,063,412,  goods  imported  on  behalf  of  the  colonial  Government 
valuecl  at  $1,050,813,  and  commercial  imports  valued  at  $33,555,785. 
The  total  value  of  imports  in  1913,  including  specie,  was  $24,093,883, 
and  the  total  value  of  the  exports,  including  specie,  was  $26,355,836, 
making  a  total  of  $50,449,719  as  the  foreign  trade  of  the  colony  for 
that  pre-war  normal ^TnT-yj^j^^^p-^T-Qgy^ 
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2  SITEPLEMEZS'T  TO   COMMEKCE  REPORTS. 

Imports  of  specie  show  an  increase  of  148  per  cent.  This  was 
due  to  the  increased  need  for  coin  for  purchasing  cocoa  in  conse- 
quence of  the  unusually  high  prices  prevailing,  especiall}^  toward 
the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  also  to  be  noted  in  this  connection  that 
currency  notes  to  the  value  of  $18^108,570  were  put  into  circulation 
during  the  year.  These  notes  are  not  included  in  the  value  of  the 
colony's  imiDorts.  Government  imports  increased  by  19  per  cent, 
probably  owing  to  increased  prices. 

Increased  prices  had  something  to  do  with  the  large  increase  in 
commercial  imports,  but  it  was  rendered  possible  by  supplies  becom- 
ing available  on  the  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  by  the  release  of 
shipping; 

The  principal  value  increases  in  imports,  omitting  specie,  as  com- 
pared with  1918,  were:  Cotton  goods  (excluding  yarn  and  twist), 
202  per  cent ;  bags  and  sacks,  228  per  cent ;  provisions,  447  per  cent ; 
motor  cars  and  lorries,  329  per  cent ;  tobacco  (unmanufactured) ,  498 
per  cent;  flour  (wheaten),  1,098  per  cent;  oil  fuel,  3G7  per  cent; 
cigarettes,  217  per  cent;  rum,  112  per  cent;  railway  plant  and  rolling 
stock,  595  per  cent ;  kerosene,  183  per  cent ;  rice,  157  per  cent ;  hard- 
ware, 94  per  cent;  building  materials  (cement  and  lime),  88  per  cent; 
wearing  apparel,  89  per  cent;  and  bread  and  biscuits,  7,309  per  cent. 
Countries  of  Origin  of  Chief  Articles  of  Import. 

The  following  table  shows  for  the  years  1913,  1916,  1917,  1918,  and 
1919,  exclusive  of  specie,  the  percentage  that  the  value  of  the  im- 
ports from  each  country  bears  to  the  total : 


Countries  of  orhin. 


1913 


191G 


1917 


1918 


1919 


Unite'l  Kingdom 

G  ermany 

France 

United  States 

Netherlands 

Ni-^eria 

Otlicr  foreign  countries 


Per  cevt. 
70 
11 
1 
7 
5 
1 
5 


Per  cevl. 


Per  ccrit. 
69 


Per  cevt. 
73 


Per  cent. 


England  more  than  maintained  its  position  in  the  markets  of  the 
Gold  Coast  colony,  though  the  year  witnessed  an  appreciable  increase 
of  steamer  communication  with  the  United  States.  The  latter 
countr}^  just  maintained  its  position  relatively  to  other  countries. 
All  other  foreign  countries  except  France  lost  ground. 

England  showed  large  increases  in  wearing  apparel,  bread,  and 
biscuits,  building  materials,  cooper's  stores,  cordage,  cotton  goods 
(excluding  yarn  and  twist),  flour,  furniture,  gunpowder,  hardware, 
perfumery,  provisions,  railway  plant  and  rolling  stock,  rice,  silk 
goods,  spirits,  cigarettes,  unmanufactured  tobacco,  motor  vehicles 
(including  spare  parts),  still  wines,  and  bullion,  and  small  increases 
in  most  other  classified  articles.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  appre- 
ciable decreases  in  coal,  machinery,  and  soap. 

The  United  States  shipments  of  flour,  hardware,  kerosene,  fuel 
oil,  provisions,  rum,  sugar,  unmanufactured  tobacco,  motor  vehicles 
(including  spare  parts) ,  and  most  other  items  increased,  but  decreases 
occurred  in  lumber  and  rice. 

France  improved  its  position  slightly,  small  increases  occurring  in 
hardware,  perfumery,  provisions,  salt,  silk  goods,  and  wines.    Tho 
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Xetlierlancls  continued  to  lose  gronnd,  an  increase  in  cotton  goods 
(excluding  3'arn  and  twist)  being  more  than  neutralized  by  a  large 
decrease  in  gin.  Imports  from  this  country  became  almost  negli- 
gible in  1919;  but,  in  viev/  of  the  fact  that  steamer  communication 
with  the  Dutch  ports  has  revived,  trade  with  the  Netherlands  will, 
no  doubt,  increase. 

Principal  Articles  of  Import. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principle  imports  for  the  years 
1913,  1918,  and  1919.  (In  converting  the  English  pound  sterling 
into  the  American  dollar  $4.8G6  was  used,  but  $4  would  more  nearly 
represent  the  average  value  of  the  pound  during  1919  in  the  Gold 
Coast  colon}'.) 


Articles. 


Ale  and  porter gallons. . 

Apparel 

Bags  and  sacks number. . 

Beads 

Beef  and  pork barrels. . 

Brass  and  copperv/are 

Bread  and  biscuits,  hundred- 
weight   

Building  materials 

Carriages,   carts,   automobiles, 

and  lorries *. 

Coal tons. . 

Coopers'  stores 

Cordage hundred  vv'eight . . 

Cotton  goods: 

Yarns  and  twists.. pounds. . 

All  others do 

Earthenware 

Flour barrels. . 

Furniture 

Guns  and  pistols number. . 

Gunpowder pounds. . 

Hardv/are 

Lumber superficial  feet.. 

Machinery 

Oils: 

Liquid      fuel,      imported, 
gallons 

Kerosene gallons. . 

Perfumery 

Provisions 

Railway  plants  and  stock 

Rice hundredweight . . 

Bait do.... 

Silk  goods 

Soap tons. . 

Spirits: 

Gin  and  geneva . .  .gallons. . 

Rum do 

All  ethers do 

Sugar hundredweight. . 

Totiacco: 

Cigars number. . 

Cigarettes do 

other pounds. . 

Unmanufactured do 

Wines: 

Sparkling gallons. . 

Still do.... 

V^'oolen  goods,  including  yarns 

and  twisis 

All  other  articles 

Specie 


1913 


Quantity. 


US,  .553 


35,013 


1,169 
51,666 


9,310 
419,423 


10,121 
383,221 


6,304,397 


1,189,659 


159,636 
92,718 


55S,S6S 

1,153,456 

50,854 

53,687 


1,309,119 
70.911 


Total. 


Value. 


§107,008 
445, 415 


230,518 

67,589 
94,220 

225,668 
466,043 

258,006 
110,971 
85,498 
165,838 

103.741 

3,42.5,C62 

72,236 

387. 132 

232,746 

43,644 

38,326 

588,976 

266,728 

927,060 


185,575 
210,878 
1,165,771 
149,823 
541,149 
60,657 
108,144 
244,252 

410,445 
486,952 
144,695 

285,427 


239,037 
219,922 
104,525 


163,031 
4,014,407 
7, 015, 778 

24,093,583  i. 


Quantity.        Value. 


58,579 


1,907,066 
"Qi7i,'765 


278 


340 
10, 663 


4,817 


128,515 
3,751,871 


4,557 


1,745 
121,892 


2,544,614 


241 , 737 
651,869 


22,764 
132,666 


1,950 

71,441 

335,154 

32,369 

1,083 

271,624 

43,683,150 

4,410 

461,388 

1,C39 
12,080 


$105,471 

355,875 

1,076,578 

53,127 

23,177 

16,267 

3,961 
367,529 

31,443 
269,246 
127.995 
256; 584 

56,152 

3,188,695 

50, 130 

65,925 

80,853 

,    50,902 

41,011 

378,901 

291,284 

577,088 


153,887 
206,431 
119,986 
350,, ?37 

73,535 
238,911 
261,985 

30, 933 
431,570 

208,741 
400,413 
202, 542 
22,773 


Quantity.       Value 


6,964,960 

"'438,' 808 


17,093 


885 
1,771 


6,409 


119,570 
,430,195 


41,900 


782 
336,425 


797, 162 


1.150,474 
i; 432, 731 


67, 888 
137,876 


1,120 

9,782 
621,437 
41,^43 

21,763 


16,389  621,000 

244,847  1133.568,360 

4,968  14,846 

197,676      2,825,852 


12,520 
40, 719 

26, 685 
3,160,838 
1,636,358 

15,851,438 


2,875 
30, 663 


$136,326 

672,642 

3,526,191 

55,395 

73,350 

48,066 

293,454 
689, 838 

1,422,482 
.59, 141 
294,203 

344,678 

103,169 
9, 040, 130 

73,871 
789,942 
166,369 

4^,404 
102,065 
734,372 

89, 199 
431,668 


718,908 
584,295 
307,633 
1,918,143 
511,261 
613,476 
249,981 
111,607 
292,563 

53,356 
849, 720 
289,376 
246,443 

37.955 

775,168 

19,031 

1,182,599 

49,341 
130,370 

65,355 
5,803,162 
4,063,412 

SS,  670, 010 


a  Pounds. 


4  SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMEECE   REPORTS. 

Increases  in  the  Export  Trade. 

The  total  value  of  all  exports  from  the  colony  during  the  year 
amounted  to  $52,621,776,  an  increase  of  142  per  cent  over  1918  and 
82  per  cent  above  the  previous  record  year,  1915,  when  the  exports 
were  valued  at  $28,921,708.  The  value  of  species  was  $169,006,  a 
decrease  of  92  per  cent  as  compared  with  1918.  Government  exports 
w^ere  valued  at  $4,545  as  compared  with  $7,104  in  1918,  and  commer- 
cial exports  were  worth  $52,448,225,  an  increase  of  168  per  cent. 

The  shipment  of  176,176  tons  of  cocoa,  valued  at  $40,283,444,  con- 
stitutes a  record  in  the  history  of  the  development  of  this  industry 
in  the  Gold  Coast.  The  United  States  for  the  first  time  received  a 
larger  quantity  than  England.  The  largest  and  the  most  valuable 
previous  shipments  were  in  1917  and  1916,  respectively.  As  com- 
pared with  1918  the  increase  in  quantity  was  109,833  tons,  or  165  per 
cent,  and  the  increase  in  value  was  361  per  cent.  This  large  dis- 
crepancy between  quantity  and  value  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
average  value  of  a  ton  of  cocoa  shipped  in  1918  was  about  £27,  while 
in  1919  it  was  just  under  £47.  The  latter  figure  would  have  been  even 
higher  had  not  large  quantities  of  cocoa,  purchased  at  very  low  prices, 
remained  unshipj^ed  at  the  end  of  1918  and  thus  lowered  the  value 
per  ton  of  the  1919  exports. 

The  increase  in  quantitv^  of  palm  kernels  was  960  tons,  or  11  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  a  66  per  cent  increase  in  value.  The  slump  in 
cocoa,  the  great  demand  for  oleaginous  produce,  and  the  priorit}'-  to 
this  class  of  cargo  in  1918  created  in  that  year  a  distinct  revival  in 
the  i^alm-kernel  trade,  which  had  declined  considerably  since  1912. 
The  further  increase  in  1919  is  all  the  more  gratifying  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  palm  j^roducts  ceased  to  enjoy  any  privileged  position. 
England  took  most  all  of  the  palm  kernels. 

Palm  oil  increased  in  quantity  by  267,728  gallons,  or  40  per  cent, 
as  compared  with  1918.  Prices  advanced  appreciably  during  the  year. 
As  in  the  case  of  kernels,  exports  were  greater  than  in  any  year  since 
1912.    England  took  nearly  all  of  this  product. 

The  quantity  of  kola  nuts  exported  constitutes  a  record  and  was 
greater  by  1,368  tons,  or  23  per  cent,  than  in  1918,  but  the  value  shows 
a  slight  decline.  Most  of  this  product,  as  usual,  went  to  Nigeria, 
being  in  great  demand  in  the  Hausa  States  and  among  Moham- 
medans generally  in  the  Northern  Provinces  of  Nigeria.  The  com- 
pletion a  few  years  ago  of  the  Nigerian  Eailway,  connecting  Lagos 
with  Kano,  the  great  trading  center  in  the  northern  Provinces,  gave 
a  great  impetus  to  this  trade,  which  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  natives 
of  West  Africa,  itinerant  Plausa  traders.  Formerly  the  nuts  were 
carried  overland,  and  because  of  their  perishable  nature  large  quan- 
tities spoiled  before  reaching  Nigerian  markets;  but  the  advantages 
of  the  short  sea  voyage  and  quick  transport  by  rail  were  soon  realized, 
and  it  is  probable  that  comparatively  little  kola  now  leaves  the  Gold 
Coast  and  xVshanti  across  inland  frontiers. 

The  quantity  of  copra  exported  was  984  tons,  an  increase  of  885 
tons,  or  894  per  cent,  over  1918.  The  exports  of  this  product  were 
considerablv  hampered  in  1918  by  the  difficulty  of  getting  ships  to 
call  at  Quitta,  which  accounts  for  the  small  export  that  year.  The 
exports  in  1919  were  greater  by  248  tons  than  in  1917,  and,  if  the  pres- 
ent demand  for  oleaginous  produce  continues,  future  years  will  no 
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doubt  show  a  further  advance.    France  took  a  little  more  than  half 
of  the  exports. 

Palling  Off  of  Lumber  Production. 

Lumber  decreased  in  quantity  29  per  cent  as  compared  with  1918. 
This  trade  has  suffered  considerably  since  the  outbreak  of  war,  the  ex- 
ports in  1913  amounting  to  37,391,818  superficial  feet,  whereas  in  1919 
they  were  10,432,250  superficial  feet.  The  lumber  consists  of  ma- 
hogany of  various  kinds;  before  the  war  more  than  half  of  it  Avent  to 
England  and  most  of  the  balance  to  the  United  States.  Much  of  that 
shipped  to  England  also  found  its  way  to  America.  From  191G  to 
1918  the  United  States  took  practically  the  whole  quantity  exported. 
In  1918  England  took  absolutely  none ;  and,  though  it  took  2,386,000 
superficial  feet  in  1919,  that  did  not  make  up  for  the  drop  in  the  ex- 
ports to  America,  where  the  demand  seems  to  have  become  less  keen 
since  the  armistice.  The  small  ports  in  the  Western  Province,  from 
which  most  of  the  lumber  is  shipped,  suffered  severely  in  1918  from 
the  lack  of  shipping;  and,  though  conditions  improved  considerably 
in  1919,  there  is  little  doubt  that  more  mahoganj^  would  have  bsen 
exported  had  the  ships  been  available.  The  low  level  of  water  in  the 
rivers  and  the  necessity  of  going  farther  afield  year  by  3'ear  in  order 
to  obtain  the  best  logs  were  also  contributory  causes. 

Countries  Eeceiving  Gold  Coast  Exports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  the  value  of  all  goods 
exclusive  of  specie,  exported  to  each  consuming  country  in  1913,  191G, 
1917,  1918,  and  1919: 


Countries  of  destination. 

1913 

1915 

1917 

191S 

1919 

United  Kingdom 

Per  cent. 
68 
17 
9 
2 
3 
1 

Per  cent. 
G2 

Per  ccrii. 
65 

Per  cent. 
65 

Per  cent. 
40 

Germany 

France 

24 
12 

12 
18 
4 

1 

2 

24 
7 
2 

15 

United  States 

Nigeria 

other  foreign  countries 

3 

England  took  increased  quantities  of  cocoa,  lumber,  palm  kernels, 
palm  oil,  and  copra,  but  less  rubber.  While  the  value  of  the  com- 
modities taken  by  England  in  1919  was  nearly  double  the  1918  vahie, 
the  country  lost  ground  in  comparison  with  the  United  States  and 
France. 

The  United  States  has  steadily  improved  its  position  in  the  Gold 
Coast  markets  from  1915,  when  it  began  taking  large  quantities  of 
cocoa  and  lumber.  In  1919,  as  in  1918,  tlie  United  States  took  more 
cocoa  than  England,  but  the  imports  of  lumber  and  rubber  from  the 
Gold  Coast  colonj^  decreased  as  comi:)ared  with  1918.  The  improved 
position  is  therefore  almost  entirely  due  to  its  having  taken  G9,000 
tons  of  cocoa,  valued  at  £3,361,000.  The  advent  of  the^Vmerican  line 
of  steamers  trading  betweeii  New  York  and  West  Africa  contribu.ted 
in  no  small  degree  to  this  result. 

France  took  considerably  more  cocoa  and  palm  kernels  than  in 
1918;  also  large  quantities  of  copra  and  palm  oil,  of  which  it  had 
taken  none  in  1918.  This  accounts  for  the  great  improvement,  both 
actually  and  relatively,  in  that  country's  position. 
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Principal  Articles  Constituting  tlie  Export  Trade— Esp-orts  to  TT.  S. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  articles  exported  from  the 
Gold  Coast  in  1913,  1918,  and  1919  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


1913 


Quantity.        Value. 


191S 


Quar.tity.        Value 


1919. 


Quantity.       Value, 


Cocoa tons- 

Copra do. .. 

Cotton,  raw pounds . 

Gold  and  gold  dust  —  ounces. 

Auriferous  by-products. do. 

Guinea  grains pounds. 

Gum  copal do... 

Ivory do. . . 

Kolanuts- tons. 

Lumber,  logs surface  feet. 

Palm: 

Kernels tons. 

Oil gallons. 

Rubber pounds. 

Specie 

All  other  articles 


50, 554 

629 

27,497 

422, C02 

148, 935 

41,036 

S8, 205 

4, 507 

3  132 

37, 39l'  &18 

9,744 
860, 155 
1, 317, 369 
(a) 


S12,110,046 
59, 801 

3,347 

S,  055, 975 

3,435 

2,700 

8,378 

703,990 

1, 7S1, 047 

774, 158 
319,397 
427,706 
(") 
142, 033 


06, 343 

99 

20,649 

353,877 

127, 728 

32, 799 

1,963 

1,788 

5,917 

14, 080, 823 

8,933 

670, 867 

1,391,097 


S8, 744, 129 

13,489 

1,027 

6,642,090 

95, 568 

6, 840 

185 

3,893 

1,275,593 

669, 800 

744, 114 
407, 231 
277, 391 
2,171,967 
711,930 


176, 176 
984 


9, 2S3, 444 
146, 423 


359, 846 

76, 337 

12,868 

13, 748 

9,305 

7,285 

10, 432, 250 

9,893 
038, 595 
721,583 


6, 830, 09S 

105, 767 

2,496 

847 

18, 598 

1,217,712 

502, 356 

1, 232, 305 
682,033 
163,678 
169,006 

1,260,420 


Total. 


24, 393, 013 


21,705,253 


52,021,776 


a  Gold,  specie,  and  bullion  not  included  in  1913  exports. 

The  only  item  declared  at  the  American  consulate  during  1918  was 
cocoa  beans,  432  tons,  with  a  value  of  $9T,3G0,  VN^hile  in  1919  no  ex- 
ports to  the  United  States  were  listed. 

Shipping  Activity. 

Twenty-three  sailing  ships,  with  a  tonnage  of  16,990,  entered  the 
ports  of  the  colony  chiring  the  year,  as  against  46,  with  a  tonnage  of 
50,819,  in  1918.  Of  the  23,  IG  were  American.  In  1913  only  1  sail- 
ing vessel  came  to  the  Gold  Coast;  in  1914,  1;  in  1915,  8;  in  1916, 
20  (all  under  the  American  flag)  ;  in  1917,  23.  It  is  thus  apparent 
that  the  entry  of  large  numbers  of  sailing  vessels  is  a  passing  phase 
caused  by  conditions  arising  out  of  the  vrar. 

The  number  of  steamers  entered  was  344,  with  a  tonnage  of  831,843, 
as  against  210,  with  a  tonnage  of  488,366,  in  1918.  This  is  a  great 
improvement  and  is,  of  course,  due  to  the  release  of  shipping  from 
war  purposes.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  clear  that  the  colony  has  not 
yet  gotten  sufficient  shipping  for  its  needs,  especially  for  the  export 
trade.  It  is  to  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  the  number  of 
steamers  entered  at  the  ports  of  the  colony  in  1913  was  692,  with  a 
tonnage  of  1,515,197,  and  that  the  production  of  the  colony  has, 
despite  the  war,  increased  considerably,  especially  as  regards  cocoa, 
in  the  last  six  years. 

NIGERIA. 

The  area  of  Nigeria  is  about  335,500  square  miles  and  the  popula- 
tion numbers  more  than  16,000,000.  Trade  in  the  country  was  carried 
on  under  difficulties  in  1919,  the  first  year  after  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties, and  under  the  prevailing  conditions  in  the  country  many  of  the 
difficulties  must  continue  for  years,  even  though  strenuous  efforts  are 
made  to  relieve  them. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  rich  native  resources  of  "West  Africa,  the 
over-sea  trade  of  Nigeria  in  1919  was  more  than  40  per  cent  greater 


BRITISH   V/EST   AFRICA IsTIGERIA.  7 

than  that  of  1918,  the  total  volume  of  trade  during  1919  being  valued 
at  $130,105,104  (not  including  the  transit  trade  passing  by  the  inland 
waters  of  Nigeria  to  and  from  the  Cameroons  and  Daliome.y,  valued 
at  $1,235,964,  and  transshipments  for  foreign  ports,  valued  at 
$97,320)  Imports  were  vahied  at  $58,507,250  and  exports  at  $71,- 
657,908.  The  total  vohmie  of  trade  in  1918  was  valued  at  $87,030,824, 
exceeded  in  the  year  imder  report  by  $43,134,340,  and  that  of  1913 
at  $71,307,318. 

Review  of  the  Import  and  Export  Trade. 

The  value  of  the  import  trade  of  Nigeria  in  1919,  excluding  trade 
passing  in  transit  to  the  Cameroons  and  Daliomey,  was  $58,507,250. 
In  1918  it  was  $40,488,225.     In  1913  it  was  $35,044,052. 

The  value  of  the  export  trade  in  1919,  excluding  trade  passing  in 
transit  from  the  Cameroons  and  Dahomey,  was  $71,057,908.  Native 
products  were  vahied  at  $70,500,932  and  foreign  goods  at  $1,090,970. 
In  1918  the  corresponding  values  were :  Native  products,  $45,540,894 ; 
foreign  goods,  $1,001,705:  the  total  export  trade  being  vahied  at 
$46,542,599.  Tlie  total  value  of  exports  in  1913  Avas  $36,203,260. 
There  was  an  increase  in  the  value  of  the  exports  in  1919  over  that 
of  1918  amounting  to  $25,115,309  and  over  1913  amounting  to  $35,- 
394,642.  This  is  due  in  large  part  to  the  increased  cost  of  the  prod- 
ucts exported,  but  the  quantities  of  the  principal  exports,  as  cocoa 
beans,  palm  oil,  hides,  skins,  and  tin  ore,  were  greater  also. 

As  the  country  is  opened  up  by  means  of  extensions  of  the  rail- 
ways and  public  roads,  as  well  as  the  improvement  of  the  inland 
waterways,  the  raw  products,  many  of  which  are  yet  inaccessible, 
will  be  collected  and  exported  in  larger  quantities,  the  wealth  and 
standard  of  living  of  the  native  people  will  improve,  and  a  larger 
quantitj'  of  imports  will  be  required  to  meet  the  increased  demands. 
Classification  of  Imports. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  the  principal  articles  imported  by 
Nigeria  in  1919,  with  the  corresponduig  figures  for  1913  and  1918, 
are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Apparel 

Bags  and  sacks dozen. 

Beads pounds. 

Bread  and  biscuits tons . 

Chemicals,   drugs,   dyes,   and 

colors 

Coal tons. 

Coopers'  stores 

Cotton  piece  goods yards. 

Cutlery,  hardware,  implements, 

etc 

Fish tons. . 

Flour  and  grain do 

Furniture 

Glass  and  earthenware 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures, 

tons 

Kerosene imperial  gallons . . 

Lumber,  superior feet . . 

Machinery 

Motor  cars,  cycles,  etc 

Railroad  carriages  and  trucks. .. 

Salt tons.. 

Silk  fabrics pounds . . 


Quantity.        Value 


340,153 

l,18a,S24 

3,103 


84,653 


98,286,668 


4,54S 
10,884 


28,305 
3,9.55,228 
5,977,855 


36,537 
561,814 


8429,317 
458,416 
304,076 
255,329 

278,540 

486,347 

843,064 

8,153,037 

753,534 
656.900 
60P, 1S4 
125,852 
138,447 

1,741,366 
453,813 
292,553 
765,680 
206,192 
371,845 
305,264 
399,056 


1918 


Quantity.        Value 


243,488. 

213,059 

33 


l,7o5 


82,197,299 


3,496 

1,615,916 

877, 588 


34,763 
101,237 


S453,.385 

1,216,612 

63,014 

14,272 

373,777 

205,670 

4,985,810 

13, 646, 108 

823,877 
17.921 
120,424 
151, :89 
272,749 

078,539 
455,930 
110,395 
3.34,460 
295,176 
17,  .586 
1,516,985 
185,292 


Quantity.       Value. 


559,317 

120,7,55 

861 


724, 525 


3.SS 
3,124 


2,069.353 
1,320,706 


54.77 
123, 7S 


$517 

339 

2,823 

925 

76 

820 

376, 813 

791 

932 

127 

825 

4,466.482 

15,877 

432 

1,4.38,7.30 

84, 187 

635,9-52 

248,361 

328,883 

1,974,579 
778, 156 
200,431 
811.065 
654,506 
471.467 

2.485,743 
447,721 


SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   EEP0ET3. 


Articles. 

1013 

1918 

1919 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Soap tons . . 

SDiritsat  100°, imperial  gallons. . 

Sugar tons. . 

Tobacco: 

Leaf do 

Manuracturcd pounds. . 

Cigars      and       cigarettes. 

4,741 

1, SOS, 000 

1,930 

2.7S0 
13,049 

1,301,364 
228,901 

1325,350 

2,220,842 

150, 082 

905,300 
8,618 

218,561 

84,196 

234,415 

141,644 

5,421,161 

2,867 

106,000 

107 

1,598 
16,842 

1,112,084 

107,724 

JC29,354 
706,155 
28,778 

967,643 
18, 880 

479,350 

94,741 

1,879.926 

104,614 

3,816,039 

3,015 

75,000 
427 

2,782 
9,123 

1,450,710 
81,336 

$735,326 
485,330 
780,377 

2,305,209 
7,333 

767,821 

Umbreilas number. . 

Yarns  and  textile  fabrics 

88, 542 
2,180,158 

Woolen  fabrics pounds. . 

Other  commercial  imports 

323,378 

74,08:3 

102,338 

196,202 

4,833,587 

Total  commercial  imports . 

27,743,981 
3, 006, 320 
4,233,751 

34,784,757 
1,336,330 
4,367,138 

47,998,243 

Government  stores 

4,548,090 

Specie  and  bullion 

5,960,923 

Cirand  total 

35,044,052 

40,488,225 

58, 507, 256 

Decided  increases  were  noticeable  in  the  following  items :  Bags 
and  sacks ;  bread  and  biscuits ;  chemicals,  drugs,  and  colors ;  coal  for 
fuel;  salt;  leaf  tobacco;  cigarettes;  motor  cars  and  motor  cycles;  and 
specie.  As  to  coal,  there  was  an  increase  in  quantity  over  1918,  but 
a  considerable  decrease  as  compared  with  1913.  High  cost  in  1919 
was  partially  the  cause  of  much  wood  being  used  as  fuel  on  railroads 
and  ships.  The  greater  part  of  the  coal  was  supplied  by  the  Udi 
mines  in  Nigeria,  though  England  furnished  a  certain  quantity. 

Beads ;  coopers'  stores ;  cotton  goods ;  cutlery ;  f oodstulfs ;  iron  and 
steel  products;  kerosene;  lumber;  railway  carriages  and  trucks;  and 
silk,  yarns,  and  other  fabrics  suil'ered  a  decline  in  imports.  High 
costs  and  unavailability  were  the  prime  causes  of  the  above  decreases. 

Exports  by  Chief  Articles. 

The  folloAving  table  shows  the  quantities  and  values  of  the  prin- 
cipal items  of  export  from  Nigeria  for  1913,  1918,  and  1919: 


Arliclej. 

1913 

1918 

1919 

Tons.a 

Value. 

Tons.o 

Value. 

Tons.i 

A'alue. 

Cocoa  beans 

3,621 

2, 839 
5,887 

1654,528 

b  473; 445 

19,162 

11, 8U 

5,412 

174,719 

3, 857 

R1,000 

19, 288 

511 

120 

9, 420 

4,142 

$766,298 

774, 779 
70,221 

149, 873 
809, 771 
513,071 
196,338 

153,201 
15,132,374 

629, 805 
9,023,433 

850, 168 

437,916 
19, 678 

342, 693 
2,765,971 
1,239,521 
2,388,095 

10, 219 

661 
405 

b  3.S.8, 055 

6  3, 662,  .541 

9,016 

405 

.50 
205, 167 

$1,147,743 

473,944 
74,995 

1.52,633 

1,273,228 

333, 224 

27, 985 

650 
15, 732, 167 

25,711 

3,011 
5 

6  1,122,893 

b  4, 836, 208 

8,516 

17 

1,142 

216,913 

3, 536 

100, 967 

39,334 

398 

700 

969 

7,685 

$5,195,307 

Cotton: 

Lint 

2,358,769 

Seed 

24 

Hides  and  skins: 

706, 767 

Untanncd. ..-. 

ifahogan v  log-; 

4,434,800 
568, 440 

Maize  (corn) 

96S 

Paim  products: 
Cake 

37, 736 

Kernels 

24,076,944 

61S.678 

Palm  oil 

86, 425 

57, 554 

157 

124 

2 

8,294 

13, 159, 834 

4, 477, 387 

95,700 

23, 663 

102 

8,012,835 

257, 353 

699,256 

20, 660, 515 

Peanuts 

3, 399, 884 

Rubber 

213,632 

Shea  butter 

138, 190 

Shea  nuts 

42,942 

Tin  ore 

0,442,944 

245, 519 

All  other 

2,51,5,837 

Total 

36,263,206 

46,512,599 

71,657,908 

a  Tou=2,240  pounds. 


b  Number. 
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Relative  Position  of  Various  Countries  in  Nigerian  Trade. 

The  percentages  of  imports  received  from  various  countries  of 
origin  and  of  exports  purcliased  by  various  countries  of  destination 
in  the  foreign  trade  of  Nigeria  for  1913,  1918,  and  1919  are  sho^vn  in 
the  f ollowinof  table : 


Countries  of  origin  or  destination. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1913 

1918 

1919 

1913 

1918 

1919 

United  Kingdom  and  possessions 

Per  cent. 
70.70 
14. 00 
4.79 
.40 
7.6.5 
2.46 

Per  cent. 
83.80 

Per  cent. 
85.61 

Per  cent. 
52.20 
44.00 

Per  cent. 
90.  SO 

Per  cent. 
85.26 

Germany 

Unil  ed  States 

11.53 

.31 

.75 

3.61 

12. 59 
.31 
.01 

.48 

0.00 
1.00 

11.52 

■Pmnnp  nnd  pa'^.s^.^sirrn.'!  .  ,  ,  .  . 

1.31 
1.26 
1.23 

.47 

Netherlands 

All  other 

2.20 

2.75 

Wharfage  Accommodations — Inland  Waterway  Service, 

Lagos  is  the  only  port  south  of  Dakar  in  West  Africa  provided 
"with  ocean  wharfage  and  warehouse  accommodations  at  which  a 
limited  number  of  ships  can  be  dispatched  reasonably.  Although 
berthage  and  warehouses  at  this  port  are  inadequate  and  approaches 
restricted,  the  facilities  are  being  improved,  and  in  a  very  large 
measure  these  facilities,  although  far  from  perfect,  account  for  ex- 
pansion of  trade  in  Lagos. 

Arrangements  have  already  been  made  for  a  railway  terminal  and 
ocean  wharves  at  Apapa  and  Port  Harcourt,  and  for  locomotives,  roll- 
ing stock,  and  workshops  on  the  railways.  The  existing  wharfage 
arrangements  and  approaches  to  the  customs  wharf  at  Lagos  are 
being  improved.  Koadways  are  being  constructed  to  connect  the 
interior  system  of  roads  witli  Lagos.  It  is  now  possible  to  motor 
from  Ibadan — and  it  soon  will  be  possible  to  motor  from  Lagos — to 
Sapele  on  the  Benin  Kiver  and  thence  to  Warri,  and  to  Asaba  on  the 
Niger  Eiver,  and  from  Onitsha  on  the  other  side  to  Itu  on  the  Cross 
Eiver  or  Opobo  or  Oguta  or  Port  Harcourt.  The  linking  up  of  the 
eastern  and  the  western  railway  system  is  approved. 

In  his  trade  report  of  1917  the  comptroller  of  customs  referred  at 
some  length  to  the  inland  water  transport  services.     He  stated  that : 

Nigeria  lias  probably  one  of  the  finest  systems  of  waterways  in  the  world. 
The  limited  services  that  do  exist  have  not  been  arranged  to  meet  needs 
of  the  wayside  native.  Additions  to  and  improved  craft  ai-e  required  for  all 
the  services.  The  Niger  Co.'s  service  on  the  Niger  and  Benue  Rivers  is  the 
best  of  its  kind  in  Nigeria.  The  company  has  been  handicapped  tlirough  loss 
by  fire  of  its  wliarf  and  warehouses  at  Burutu,  the  base  from  which  the  service 
is  conducted,  but  construction  of  warehouses  and  wharves,  estimated  to  cost 
not  less  than  $1,703,100,  will  be  taken  in  hand  immediately. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

No  declared  exports  were  registered  at  the  American  consulate  for 
the  year  1919.  Tavo  items  Avere  declared  for  1918 :  Cocoa  beans,  51 
tons,  valued  at  $12,558,  and  palm  oil,  85  tons,  valued  at  $23,372. 
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THE  CAMEROONS. 

Tliere  is  but  little  information  available  with  reference  to  the 
foreign  trade  of  the  British  sphere  in  the  Cameroons.  The  volume 
of  trade  was  valued  at  $1,465,936,  as  against  $1,170,565  in  1918.  Im- 
ports in  1918  totaled  $626,629;  in  1919,  $324,217,  while  exports  in 
1918  readied  $543,936,  and  $1,141,719  in  _1919_.  The  difference  in  the 
value  of  imports  is  accounted  for  by  diminished  currency  imports 
in  1919. 

The  principal  exports  were:  Cocoa,  4,091  tons,  valued  at  $909,942; 
palm  kernels,  897  tons,  valued  at  $85,880;  and  palm  oil,  577  tons, 
valued  at  $100,415. 

Imports  consisted  of  the  usual  African  trade  goods  brought  chiefly 
from  England,  but  there  were  substantial  imports  from  the  United 
States  and  some  trade  V'ith  Fernando  Po. 

The  shipping  entering  the  port  of  Victoria,  the  seaport  of  the 
British  section  of  the  Cameroons,  numbered  21  vessels  of  44,355  tons 
in  1918,  and  30  vessels  of  52,221  tons  in  1919.  There  Avere  the  same 
number  of  clearances.  Nearly  all  of  this  shipping  was  under  the 
British  flag. 
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